
October 16, 2022 
Ex 17:8-13; 2 Tm 3:14 - 4:2; Lk 18:1-8 

 Today’s readings are bout persistence, more especially, persistence in prayer.  This can be 

difficult for us.  Sometimes we have prayed for a thing for a long while and nothing seem to 

happen, sometimes we don’t even think to pray at all.  The message of perseverance today has a 

lot to tell us about why it may seem to take a long time for a prayer to be answered (or not come 

at all), what to ask for, and what prayer is really supposed to do.  So hearing Jesus’ parable today 

you could ask the question: So am I supposed to nag God? 

 Well no.  We have all seen a child nag their parent.  With nagging, the goal is to make it 

so annoying for the person that they just give you what you are asking for.  In the parable today 

that is what happens with the judge - the window wears him down by her constant pressure until 

he gives in.    But Jesus is not holding up the relationship of the widow to the judge for us to 

imitate.  The judge is corrupt, but God is not.   Jesus says that the judge thinks: Because this 

widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her.  In other words, I won’t give her 

what she is legally entitled to (what is just), because it is right, but just because of her nagging.  

Even what she wanted was not right or good for her, he might have let her have it.  His goal is 

his own comfort and to stop the nagging, not what is best for her.  Jesus goes on to say: Pay 

attention to what the dishonest judge says.  Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones 

who call out to him day and night?  In other words.  If this shifty guy eventually gives her what 

is justly hers, how much more would the totally just and loving God do. 

 Ok. so is what he is saying “don’t nag but if you ask long enough you are guaranteed to 

get what you asked for?   Sorry, not that either.  Unlike the judge whose goal is his own comfort, 

God’s goal is what is best for us.  What we are using for may not be the best for us.  News flash 

… we don’t always know the best thing is for us.  Think about the child who can see nothing 

wrong with ice cream three meals a day.  In fact they know that since eating ice cream makes 

them happy - the sure route to perpetual happiness is perpetual ice cream.  As a parent you know 

better.  You know that this is more likely a sure route to a perpetual stomach ache than perpetual 

happiness.  You see into the future to know that in the long run they will be come sick and 

unhappy and the whole thing will backfire.  The good parent does not get bullied by nagging, nor 

swept away by false logic.  You give the kid healthy food - despite them saying “your not 



listening to me!” and in the long run the child is happier with good health than they’ll be with 

heart disease and a triple bypass.  God sees thousands of years into the future to the long range 

impact of our requests and foresees consequences of them that we would not want to happen.  

God answers from love, not from nagging or self interest.  Sometimes delaying and answer till 

the time is right, and then giving what we really need, even if it is not what we asked for.  I have 

had situations where I was sure I had the right answer, but God provided not what I asked for, but 

something that I never even thought about - and it was better  The message of Jesus is don’t 

worry - if you keep asking and praying, you will get what is best for you.   

 Hang on, then why should I bother praying over and over anyway.  Didn’t God hear what 

I wanted the first time?  Doesn’t God know what is the best way to answer that prayer?  Isn’t 

God going to give it when the time is right?   Jesus even says elsewhere: Your Father knows what 

you need even before you ask.  So why do I have to pray for years - isn’t once good enough?   

However, it is in the joining with God in this prayer that we build a relationship with God that is 

more important than what we will get in answer to the prayer.  It is in the persistence in prayer 

and the working to figure out what God’s will is that we are able to peacefully wait seeing the 

path God is tracing out.  It sometimes takes a long time in reflective prayer, surrendering our will 

to God that we begin to see the better plan and change our prayer to what is really best.  This 

whole scene in the Gospel comes after Jesus has given the disciples the Our Father.  Teach us 

how to pray, they said, he gave them the prayer that says “thy will be done on Earth as it is in 

heaven” - persistent prayer understands that God knows what you need (not just what you want). 

 But we want to call the shots, run the show, get things on demand.  This is the route to 

frustration not happiness.  In the first reading, Moses is too old to go into the battle.  He is able to 

pray, however.  He holds his hands in prayer and (although the battle takes the whole day) it 

comes out good in the end.  Did things go exactly as he would have wanted - no.  Was he in 

control - no, he gave the leadership to Joshua.   But her persisted until at the end of the day - 

while others helped hold his hands up - and in the end there was victory.  It is a model for us.  

Persevere in prayer with the help of others in community, trust God will work things out 

somehow (but most likely not the way we thought).   Pray, but don’t nag God or think that you 

will pressure God into giving you whatever you ask for.  In persistent prayer you build the faith 

that God is the one in control, you understand that God’s will is truly best, and you know that in 

the end, God will take care of His chosen ones who call out to Him day and night.


